The interview-count creel survey was conducted from July through November in the 12-square mile area around Solomons, Maryland where the Patuxent River joins Chesapeake Bay. Fishermen trolling for striped bass and bluefish and still-fishing for spot, white perch, Atlantic croakers, etc., were interviewed in their skiffs, runabouts, private cruisers, party boats, and on piers.
Introduction
The objectives of this survey were: (1) to compile data for a comparison of the quali~y and quantity of sport fishing in the lower Patuxent River wigh a simultaneous spect to commercial netting and the local economy; and (5) specifically, to derive an estimate of the total catch of various species, their number and total weights by month in summer and fall, rates of catch, and other features of the fishery on the river and several piers in the lower Patuxent.
The lower Patuxent estuary and its confluence with Chesapeake Bay has long been an important area for angling and netting. For example, the Solomons region of the Patuxent River headed a list of 14 widely separated areas throughout tidewater Maryland in having the greatest number of party boats working, according to a spot survey made in one week in August 1932 (Maryland Fisheries, 1932:6-7). In the past, several investigators have considered the importance of sport fishing in the lower Patuxent River in the vicinity of Solomons, Maryland (Table 1 ), but none carried out an elaborate, sustained survey based on representative sampling methods. Most were based on crude estimates or counts of short duration, except for Walker (1954:1-6), who based his estimates on data obtained from (1) census cards made available to fishermen at boat liveries, (2) to several sportmen's clubs throughout the state, and (3) boat counts and interviews made in the area at regular intervals.
The importance of reliable data on the recreational aspects of fishing in Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries has increased in recent years because of legislative, economic, and biological needs. Therefore, there is an urgency for accurate and extensive data on numbers of fishermen, boats, quality and quantity of fish taken, and other aspects of the fishery. Accordingly, this survey was carried out as a partial contribution to the understanding of the baywide sport fishing industry.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE ARE),
The Patuxent River is a broad and relatively deep estuarine tributary of the Chesapeake Bay.
